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Westfield Post 124
American Legion

©

For God, Country, and Community

Our Post Home 1919 — 2022
38 Broad Street
Westfield, Mass.

Commander, Fred Benda
Sr. Vice Cmdr., Jim Berrelli
Jr. Vice Cmdr, Deb Kane
Adjutant, Steve White
Finance Officer, Bill Cervonayco
Chaplain, Rich Olechna
Historian, Eric Volk
Sgt. At Arms, Joe Delaney
Judge Advocate, John Velis
Public Relations, Julie Barnes
Baseball Program Editor: Gene Theroux

Phone (413) 562-9779 — E-mail: commander@salmass.org
http://post124.org
Post Meeting: 1st Monday of the month at 7 P.M.

As we pause to Remember our Troops of all Wars,
let it be known to all that “FREEDOM IS NOT

FREE”".

To the men and women who have died on the
Battlefield - “YOU SHALL NEVER BE FORGOT-
TEN BY THIS GRATEFUL NATION”.

It’s no fun having the worst job in the
world ...a Soldier...! Yet many young men and
women stand up to be tested. It’s a calling, that is
one of Pride and Love of one’s Country.

“Some Gave Some ...... Some Gave All”......



REMEMBER
OUR TROOPS

DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER

HOLD OUR TROOPS IN YOUR LOVING HANDS.

PROTECT THEM AS THEY PROTECT US.
BLESS THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES
FOR THE SELFLESS ACTS THEY PERFORM
FOR US IN OUR TIME OF NEED.

HAND SALUTE!

FREEDOM
ISN'T FREE

1925 — 2024 The 99th Year

Since 1925, The American Legion has sponsored a nationwide youth
baseball program. During these past eight decades, millions of
young players have enjoyed playing baseball. The American Legion
Post 124 and their members have raised thousands of dollars each
year for players to learn the importance of teamwork, discipline,
leadership and good sportsmanship. The American Legion sponsors
American Legion Baseball to give players an opportunity to develop
their skills, personal fitness, leadership qualities and to have fun.

American Legion Code of Sportsmanship

I will: Keep the Rules; Keep Faith with my teammates; Keep my
temper; Keep myself fit; Keep a Stout heart in defeat; Keep my
pride under in victory; Keep a sound soul; A clean mind; And a
Healthy body.



FROM THE COACH

Welcome to our 2024 season of Westfield Post 124 American Legion Base-
ball. American Legion Baseball has an historic past nationwide and West-
field Post 124 has been a proud part of this tradition for many years.

This season our Senior and Junior teams are comprised of players from
WHS, WTA, STM, Southwick, and Gateway High Schools. We have full
18-player rosters for both teams and expect to be very competitive and suc-
cessful at both levels of play.

Please note that our teams would not exist without the financial support
of our local businesses, organizations, Post 124 members, and especially
our parents. | extend a sincere THANK YQU to all of you for your parts in
the support of Westfield American Legion Baseball programs.

I could not end this letter without a personal thank you to Gene Theroux
for the ongoing work he does for our programs. Quite frankly, | would
never be able to do it without him. Thank you Gene.

Finally, I would like to thank all veterans, especially those of Post 124,
for their service to our country and their support of our baseball programs.
Please enjoy the excitement we will provide for you during our 2024
American Legion Baseball season.

Please enjoy our 2022 season ...... see you on the field.

Yours in Baseball

Coach Don Irzyk

CONCLUSION

The rules and regulations for American Legion Baseball have devel-
oped over the years based upon experience, both good and bad, and given to
the Department Baseball Chairman by the coaches, parents and other Le-
gionnaires. The Department Chairmen meets annually to discuss and make
recommendations for the good of the program. Those changes are forwarded
to the National Baseball and Recreation Subcommittee who in turn, make
final recommendations to the National Americanism Commission which
adopts or rejects these recommendations. Chairmen and members of the Na-
tional Americanism Commission vote on policy, procedures and rules. It is
those suggestions passed on from the parents, Legionnaires, coaches and
team members which have allowed the American Legion Baseball Program
to become the most prestigious amateur baseball program in America.

For ninety-nine seasons, The American Legion has sponsored this
baseball program. American Legion Baseball is the largest, nationwide teen-
age baseball program in America. Literally, millions of young players have
played the game. This program has developed over the past eight decades
thanks to the dedication of hundreds of thousands of volunteer American
Legion members.

To the Coaches, Managers, Legionnaires, Sponsors, parents, former
players and to the thousands of American Legion Volunteers who help make
the program exist ~ we extend our most sincere appreciation.

American Legion
Post 124 Baseball
A Winning Tradition

Emmet F. Morrill
Longtime Post 124 Coach



Memorial Day Ea
School Visits K;@I&.‘:tl’:
SCHOOLS

The City of Westfield, Massachusetts public schools has a long tradition of
having a Memorial Day assembly at each of the primary schools beginning
with the members of the Westfield Grand Army of the Republic “G.A.R.”
Lyon Post 41 being invited to each of the schools in the late 19th century.
The Lyon Post 41 G.A.R. Commander would introduce the veterans to the
students and share a story or two and teach history to the students. The stu-
dents would decorate the hall in advance and during the assembly would
pay tribute to those who died and thank the surviving veterans in attendance
for their service and sacrifice. It’s important to note that on May 5, 1868,
G.A.R. Commander-in-Chief General John A. Logan declared May 30th to
be Memo- rial Day calling upon the G.A.R. membership to make the May
30th observance an annual occurrence via his General Order 11.

Memorial Day was also known to many as “Decoration Day” for the pur-
pose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of com-
rades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and
whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet in the land.
The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn’t
the anniversary of any particular battle. Although not the first time war
graves had been decorated, Logan's order effectively established "Memorial
Day" as the day upon which Americans now pay tribute to all our nation's
war casualties, Missing-In-Action, and deceased veterans. The first state to
officially recognize the holiday was New York in 1873. By 1890 it was
recognized by all of the northern states. The South refused to acknowledge
the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War | (when
the holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil
War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war). It is now cele-
brated in almost every state on the last Monday in May with Congressional
passage of the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 — 363). This helped
ensure a three day weekend for Federal holidays, though several southern
states have an additional separate day for honoring the Confederate war
dead: January 19th in Texas; April 26th in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and
Mississippi; May 10th in South Carolina; and June 3rd (Jefferson Davis’
birthday) in Louisiana and Tennessee.

As the Westfield Lyon Post 41 G.A.R. members aged and their numbers
dwindled, the responsibility of the Memorial Day school visits in Westfield
was passed onto the American Legion Post 124 in Westfield in 1930. Major
Andrew L. Bush, commander of the Lyon Post 41, Grand Army of the Re-
public reported in the Springfield Daily News on August 15, 1929 that the
American Legion has always cooperated heartily with the G.A.R. in our
yearly Memorial Day exercises and the members have joined us in vis- iting
the public schools. Their presence and addresses to the children were of
much assistance to the G.A.R. for now we have only a remnant left to per-
form these duties. For the last thirty years, the responsibility for scheduling
the school visits resides with the Westfield Veterans Council to solicit par-
ticipants from the various veterans groups.

American Legion Post 124

Senior Team
Meet Our Players

Sawyer King
Second Base/Shortstop/Outfield
Westfield High School
Class of 2024

Jacob Mello
Outfield
Westfield High School
Class of 2024



$500% 500%

SPONSOR

Collins Tavern
Kim’s Football Friends ($400)

$250% $250%

SKY BOX CLUB

Firtion-Adams Funeral Service
Advanced Manufacturing, Inc.
Westfield Gas & Electric “WGE”
Westfield Electroplating “WEPCO”
Finishing Solutions “Bill Cervonayco
Attorney John Moran & Family
Rotary Club of Southwick

$100% $100%

BOX SEAT CLUB

The Amaral Family ($200) Andy & Vicky Neal
The Barnes Family Lenny Jasmin

The King Family The Marchacos Family
The LaPoint Family ($200) The Ninoth Family
The Rogers Family The Elmer Family
Sons of Erin The Cummings Family
Firefighters Local 1111 The Wilder Family
The Tirrell Family The Pouliot Family
Donna & Bert Miller, P.C. The Drzyhzga Family
Don Provost The Jasmine Family
The Lanfest Family Devon Werbiskis

The Smith Family The Deangelis-Page Family
The Dunn Family The Gibson Family
The Moore Family The Lewis Family

The Madsen Family The Knapik Family

Honor and Remember
Paying Tribute to our Heritage

Thomas J. Abernethy
1893-1982
Harvard University Graduate, 1917

Enlisted private 1st class Aviation Section, Signal Corps July
16, 1917; detailed to the School of Military Aeronautics, Uni-
versity of Toronto, Canada, in September; later stationed at
Fort Worth, Texas; commissioned 2nd lieutenant Aviation Sec-
tion, Signal Corps February 13, 1918; sailed for France March
6; detailed to 3rd Aviation Instruction Center, Issoudun; as-
signed to 147th Aero Squadron, 1st Pursuit Group, May 10;
attached to General Head- quarters A.E.F., Chaumont, January
1, 1919; promoted to 1st Lieutenant Air Service, Military Aer-
onautics May 16; returned to United States June 30; discharged July 12, 1919.
Engagements cooperated in: Champagne-Marne defensive, Marne-Aisne, Saint-
Mihiel and Meuse- Argonne offensives. Officially credited with the destruction
of three enemy airplanes.

Awarded Distinguished Service Cross: “For extraordinary hero-
ism in action near Vourbin, France, 15 July, 1918. Lieutenant
Thomas J. Abernethy, while on patrol duty attacked an enemy
plane at close range, firing 100 rounds at a distance of from 50
to 200 yards. He followed the German ship down and saw it fall
it out of control, and as he turned he found five enemy planes
diving at him. Without hesitation he took the offensive and fired
200 rounds into the enemy ships at not more than 15 to 20 yards.
He observed tracer bullets entering the bod- ies of enemy air-
craft, but owing to the violence of combat he did not have time to observe
whether any of his foes were shot down. Fighting vigorously, he succeeded in
dispersing the enemy ships, and making a safe landing within his own lines,
although his own engine and plane were almost shot to pieces.”

Awarded Croix de Guerre with the following citation:

“Pilote de grand courage dont la conduite, en toutes circonstanc-
es, a ete un exemple pour tous. Le 15 juillet 1918, a poursuivi
seul un Fokker a 25 kilometres dans les lignes ennemies jusqu’au
moment ou il le vit desempare a 50 metres du sol. Rentrant dans
ses lignes, a ete attaque par cing ennemis et, apres un dur combat,
a du atterrir dans les tranchees de premiere ligne. Le 24 juillet, a
abattu deux avions enne- mis” (general order of the Army).

Westfield Superintendent of Schools from 1947 to 1962, he had previously
served as Westfield High School principal for 19 years. He was a past president
of Westfield YMCA and Westfield Athenaeum and a director until his death.
Born in Perry, Maine, he moved to Westfield in 1928. He earned a master’s in
education in 1935 and doctoral degree in 1940, both from Boston University.
He served 5 years in WW |1 attaining the rank of LtCol. The S.A.L. Squadron
124 awards a scholarship on Memorial Day to pay homage to Thomas J. Aber-
nathy. The 2022 recipient was Mac Mahoney.



Honor and Remember
Paying Tribute to our Heritage

Lieutenant William Hassett Kane
1896-1918
Harvard University Graduate, 1917

William Hassett Kane was born on April 7, 1896, the son of Ter-
rence M. Kane and Elizabeth Hassett Kane. He attended Saint
Mary’s Elementary and Saint Mary’s High School. After gradu-
ating high school, he entered Valparaiso University, Valparaiso,
Indiana, as a law student, where he continued his until October 6,
1917, when he entered the United States military service. He
graduated from the officers’ training school at Atlanta, Georgia in
1918, and was sent overseas with machine gun company of the
328th Infantry, 82nd Division, landing at Southampton England.

On June 12th he was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant, and assigned to the ma-
chine gun company of the 137th Infantry, 35thdision, and placed in charge of
the second platoon.

It was while leading this platoon on the morning of morning of September 28,
near Baulnymeuse, France, that a flying shell knocked his pack of his back and
exploded in a bank about 20 feet away from him. Pieces of the shrapnel struck
him as he got up to give orders to his men, wounding him severely. He did not
lose consciousness, and after giving orders to the top sergeant, was carried back
to the first aid station, where his wounds were dressed. He was sent to the hos-
pital where he died on October 6, 1918. Lieutenant Kane led is platoon in the
Argonne, Metz, Verdun and Saint-Mihiel salient. Lieutenant Kane was a mem-
ber of the Whip City council, Knights of Columbus, Division 3 of Hibernians,
and Zeta chapter Sig\ma Delta Kappa of Valparaiso University. Lt. Kane was
the only commissioned officer from Westfield to have died in the Great War.
Kane Park on EIm Street was named in his honor.

Lt William H. Kane’s remain were returned to Westfield from France on July
21, 1921 and he was interred at Saint Mary’s Cemetery on July 22, 1921. The
students from Saint Mary’s School raised money and a tablet was erected on a
large granite bolder that reads, “THIS TABLET ERECTED AS A LOVING
TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF LIEUT. WM. HASSET KANE BY THE
PUPILS OF ST. MARY’S PARISH SCHOOL JUNE 1915 KILLED IN
WORLD’S WAR OCTOBER 6, 1918— REQUIESCAT IN PACE.

Requiescat in pace is a Latin blessing with Roman Catholic ties that means
“may he begin to rest in peace". This blessing is translated to ‘rest in peace’, a
short saying or expression that wishes eternal rest and peace to an individual
who has passed away.

William H. Kane’s cousins Eugene P. Kane and John Kane were both killed-in-
action in France during World War 1. William H. Kane was the godfather to
Eugene P. Kane.

The Sons of The American Legion Squadron 124 awarded a scholarship on
Saint Mary’s Seniors Award night (June 1st) to pay homage to service and sacri-
fice of Lt. William Hassett Kane. The inaugural recipient of the Lieutenant Wil-
liam Hassett Kane Memorial Scholarship was Aidan Fitzgibbons.

$50%° $50%
BULL PEN CLUB

Randy Sherwin Dwight McClure
Gene Theroux The Richter Family

$25% $25%
SPORTS FAN

Alan Ardito

Massachusetts Boys’ State

Boys State is designed to teach democratic values, improve knowledge of govern-
ment and encourage citizen involvement through an intensive week-long program
that immerses students in grass roots democracy. Over the course of seven days,
students create and manage their own municipalities and work to understand how
our government functions. In addition, they form political parties, create a platform,
and vote in a slate of officers that mirrors state government. They also elect two
senators to represent them at Boys Nation, a gathering held every July in Washing-
ton, D.C.

There are three aspects to the program: academic, case-based instruction; participa-
tory, learning-by-doing tasks of voting on platforms and candidates, and possibly
running for office; and finally, social: meeting, working, and living with people
from a variety of backgrounds from across the Commonwealth. When students
arrive, they are assigned to a town and to a party. The town is the group of boys
they will study, eat and live with for the week. The parties are designated Federal-
ist or Nationalist, and will represent what they decide, through debates, conventions
and votes. Additional information on the American Legion Boys State Program
can be found at: http://www.maboysstate.org

2015 Boys State Alumni
Westfield High School graduating
class of 2016

Left: Devon Kurtz, Samsung Scholar, 2016
WHS class President & Valedictorian.

2016 Post 124 Past Commander Robert W.
Myco Memorial Scholar- ship recipient.
Right: Benjamin S. Jury

First recipient of American Legion Post 124
American Legion School Award Medallion.
Ben is a graduate of the United States Air
Force Academy.




American Legion Post 124
Proudly Supports Scouting

The American Legion’s pillar of Americanism embodies its devotion to law and
order, the raising of wholesome youth, an educated and law-abiding citizenship,
and respectful observance of patriotic holidays and remembrances. At the first
American Legion National Convention held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Novem-
ber 10-12, 1919, the first resolution passed was that the Boy Scouts of America
singled out for support by posts. Since 1919, The American Legion and the Boy
Scouts of America have been partners for God and Country.

When the United States entered World War 1, the need for extra food to send
overseas to our soldiers and allies became apparent to the authorities in Wash-
ington. In April of 1917 the Boy Scouts launched the campaign using the slo-
gan, “Every Scout to Feed a Soldier”. To learn more of the Scouts and WW 1
Sustainability, visit the World Scouting History Museum website. There were
other significant campaigns that the Scouts participated in such as the World
War | Liberty Bond effort. During World War 11, Boy Scouts in both America
and Britain were called upon to serve as volunteers in civil defense.

The Westfield Post 124 over the years has sponsored a BSA Sea Scouts Squad-
ron and Scout Troops. Today, the Westfield Post 124 family sponsors BSA
Troop 124 (female scouts) and co-sponsors Westfield Troop 821 (male scouts).
The American Legion Department of Massachusetts holds an annual Scouting
Camporee for American Post Family sponsored and co-sponsored troops at
Camp Collier in Gardner, MA during Father’s Day weekend. The annual De-
partment of Massachusetts Eagle Scout of the Year award scholarship is present-
ed on Father’s Day weekend. Jonathan D. Huntley of Westfield’s Troop 821
was the 2017 Department of Massachusetts Eagle Scout of the Year recipient
and a runner-up in The American Legion National Eagle Scout of the Year con-
test.

Above: Westfield Post sponsored Troop 124 with best overall troop award from
the 2022 Department of Massachusetts Scouting Camporee. Past Commander
Gene Theroux with Sam Gaugh of Troop 821. Sam attended the 2022 Massa-

Trustworthiness, obedience, loyalty, and responsibility are just a
few characteristics that define a true Scout.

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
Past Department Champions

1926 - Rutland

1927 - No Program

1928 - Worcester 5

1929 - New Bedford 1
1930 - Milford 59

1931 - Milford 59
1932—Springfield 21
1933 - New Bedford 1
1934 - Springfield 21
1935 - East Lynn 291
1936 - Lowell 87

1937 - East Lynn 291
1938 - Revere 61

1939 - Medford 45

1940 - Brockton 35

1941 - Holyoke 25

1942 - Norwood 70

1943 - Lynn 6

1944 - Brockton 35

1945 - Holyoke 25

1946 - Holyoke 25

1947 - Medford 45

1948 - Brockton 35

1949 - Pittsfield 68

1950 - Somerville 19
1951 - Pittsfield 68

1952 - Milford 59

1953 - Milford 59

1954 - Brockton 35

1955 - Everett 176

1956 - Everett 176

1957 - Pittsfield 68

1958 - Everett 176

1959 - Milford 59

1960 - Pittsfield 68

1961 - Chicopee 452
1962 - Somerville 19
1963 - Somerville 19
1964 - East Longmeadow 293
1965 - Northborough 234
1966 - Milford 59

1967- East Lynn 291
1968 - East Springfield 420
1969 - Lynn 6

1970 - Milford 59

1971 - Leominster 151
1972 - Milford 59

1973 - Pittsfield (Tyler Aces)
1974 - East Springfield 420
1975 - West Quincy 294

1976 - South Hadley 260
1977 - Shrewsbury 397

1978 - East Springfield 420
1979 - West Boylston 204
1980 - Brockton (Spartan A.C.)
1981 - Somerville 19

1982 - Braintree 88

1983 - Natick 107

1984 - Braintree 88

1985 - Norwood 70

1986 - Norwood 70

1987 - Norwood 70

1988 - Lynn 6

1989 - Braintree 88

1990 - Fall River (Spindle City)
1991 - Lowell 87

1992 - West Quincy 294
1993 - Sandwich 188

1994 - Walpole 104

1995 - Swampscott (Mariners)
1996 - Swampscott (Mariners)
1997 - New Bedford 1

1998 - Gloucester 3

1999 - South Attleboro 312
2000 - Lowell 87

2002 - Milford 59

2000 - Lowell 87

2001 - Milford 59

2002 - Sandwich 188

2003 - Grafton Hill

2004 - Andover 8

2005 - Sandwich 188

2006 - Milton 114

2007 - Brockton 35

2008 - Hanover 149

2009 - Newburyport 150
2010 - East Longmeadow 293
2011 - Worcester East Side
2012 - Barnstable 206

2013 - Milford 59

2014 - Milford 59

2015 - Pittsfield 68

2016 - Shrewsbury 397

2017 - Braintree 86

2018 - Braintree 86

2019 - Lawrence

2020 - No Program

2021 - Beverly 331

2022 - Franklin 75

2023 - Franklin 75



American Legion Baseball
A Family Tradition

The Jachym family has been a fixture of Westfield American Legion Baseball for
four generations and Westfield youth sports for over one hundred years. Legend-

ary coach Joseph “Jake” Jachym began his schoolboy sports at Green District SMonday
(1919-1920), Westfield High School (1921-1925), University of Notre Dame
(1926-1929), and pro baseball (1930-1939) has assured the Jachym name of last- Wednesday
ing fame. Friday

Jake Jachym was the athletic director and teacher at Westfield Tuesday

Trade High School considered himself successful when boys
under his tutelage developed into good athletes, or even more
importantly, good citizens. He coached many champion teams Wednesday
including the Westfield American Legion Juniors (1947). .
Jake’s son Jimmy played American Legion Baseball for Friday

Southwick Post 338 (during the years that the Westfield Post Monday
124 did not have a team). Jimmy was a star southpaw who

Thursday

Tuesday
helped Westfield High capture their first state baseball title in 1968. Jimmy went

. . - Wi
on to the University of Connecticut where he was a star basketball and baseball ednesday

player. Jimmy’s pitching helped UConn into the 1972 College World Series, Sunday
where the Huskies beat Texas (a no-decision for Jachym in a 10-inning shutout), Tuesday
then lost to Fred Lynn and USC before being ousted by Temple. Although Jimmy )
Jachym didn’t pitch to Lynn, who was three years away from his rookie-year AL Friday
MVP season with the Red Sox, he did come away impressed. “Well, we held a Monday
runner on third when we shouldn’t have because of (his throwing arm),” Jachym
said. “We could have won the game. I’ll aways remember that.” Jimmy and Tuesday
Eileen Jachym’s son Joe played for Westfield Post 124 and Jimmy grandson Jake Friday
has played for Westfield Post 124 for the last two years. During the 2021 Ameri-
Saturday
Left: A series of photos Sunday

of Jimmy Jachym begin-
ning with pitching for Monday
Westfield High School, “

UConn, and coaching

Westfield American

Legion Baseball.

can Legion Baseball Season, Jake was a dual-roster player and contributed signifi-
cantly to the success of both the junior and senior teams. Jake graduated from
Westfield High School where he helped the Bombers to the Spring 2022 Western
Mass Championship. Jake played varsity baseball for four years and had been the
co-captain for the 2021 and 2022 baseball seasons. Jake is a member of the Sons
of The American Legion Westfield Squadron 124.

Far Left: Joe Jachym
at the plate at an
American Legion
Baseball game at
Jachym Field. Jake
Jachym, # 3, Westfield
Post 124 Pitcher.

Westfield American Legion
Post 124 Senior Team

June 10
June 12
June 14
June 18
June 20
June 26
June 28
July 1
July 2
July 3
July 3
July 5
July 8
July 11
July 12
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 18

Westfield @ Longmeadow 5:45PM Russell Field
Westfield @ Belchertown 5:45PM Belchertown HS
Westfield @ Greenfield 5:45PM Veterans Field
Pittsfield @ Westfield 5:30PM Bullens Field
Westfield @ Aldenville 7:00PM  Szot Park
Westfield @ Greenfield 5:45PM Veterans Field
Easthampton @ Westfield 5:45PM  Westfield State U.
East Spfld @ Westfield 7:00PM Bullens Field
Wilbraham @ Westfield 5:45PM Landers Field
Westfield @  Sheffield 5:45PM  War Memorial
Aldenville @ Westfield 7:00PM Bullens Field
Ludlow @ Westfield 7:00PM Bullens Field
Greenfield @ Westfield 7:00PM Bullens Field
Westfield @ Northampton 5:45PM  Arcanum Field
Westfield @ Belchertown 5:45PM Belchertown HS
Longmeadow @ Westfield 7:00PM Bullens Field
Westfield @ Longmeadow 5:45PM Longmeadow HS
Belchertown @  Westfield 7:00PM  Bullens Field
Greenfield @ Westfield 7:30PM  Bullens Field

In Memory of

2024 Baseball Schedule

Everett Talmadge (1931 - 2018)
Enlisted Massachusetts Army National Guard

U.S. Navy Veteran

Manager, Post 124 Baseball Team (1976-1981)

Past Commander Everett “Ev” Talmadge was a 42 year
member of American Legion Post 124 and served as Post
Historian, Post Commander and Post Adjutant. Ev taught
Science in the Middle School level and Biology for seven
years at Agawam High School and retired after 35 years
public service.

Ev was a President of the Barnes Airport Support Group
and had been a volunteer for the Wright Flight program
at Barnes Airport for 28 years. He has been active in the
Massachusetts Tri-County Bowling Association since
1960 serving as Assistant Manager and as President.

In High School, Ev Talmadge was in the Sea Scouts
(BSA). Past Commander Everett Talmadge helped to initi-
ate the Post Scholarship Fund with the Westfield Commu-
nity Scholarship Foundation with Past Commander Ed
Lee.



Welcome to American Legion Baseball
Honoring Flag Day - June 14, 2024

For more than 240 years, the American flag has been the symbol of our
nation's strength and unity. It's been a source of pride and inspiration for
millions of citizens. And the American Flag has been a prominent icon in
our national history. Here aréthe highlights of its unique past.

On January 1, 1776, the Continental Army was reorganized in accordance
with a Congressional resolution which placed American forces under George
Washing- ton's control. On that New Year's Day the Continental Army was
laying siege to Boston which had been taken over by the British Army.
Washington ordered the Grand Union flag hoisted above his base at Prospect
Hill. 1t had 13 alternate red and white stripes and the British Union Jack in
the upper left-hand corner (the can- ton).

The Grand Union was inspired by the Sons of Liberty
Flag with its field of thirteen alternate red and white
stripes. This symbolized the union of the 13 colonies,
and the Union Jack in canton. justice and their rights
as Englishmen. They were united in their determina-
tion to secure them and to fight for them if necessary.
The Grand Union Flag was raised at Cambridge on
January 2, 1776 by General Washington, and given a
salute of 13 guns. The occasion marked the begin-
ning of our National existence. It continued to be the
flag of the Revolution until the adoption of the Stars
and Stripes by an Act of the Continental Congress on
June 14, 1777, the birthday of the American Flag.

Grand Union Flag

In May of 1776,
Betsy Ross reported
that she sewed the
first American flag.

According to Betsy Ross's dates and sequence of
events, in May the Congressional Committee called
upon her at her shop. She finished the flag either in
late May or early June 1776. In July, the Declara-
tion of Independence was read aloud for the first
time at Independence Hall. Amid celebration, bells
throughout the city tolled, heralding the birth of a
new nation. Betsy Ross did not design the flag but
more than likely had sewn a flag like this as she was
one of the flag makers for the Continental Congress.

Betsy Ross Flag

Tuesday
Thursday

Saturday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Sunday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Wednesday

Thursday

18-Jun
20-Jun

22-Jun
25-Jun
27-Jun
29-Jun
29-Jun
30-Jun
1-Jul
7-Jul
9-Jul
16-Jul
18-Jul
20-Jul
24-Jul

25-Jul

Westfield American Legion

Post 124 Junior Team
2024 Baseball Schedule

Westfield
North Adams

W. Spfld
Westfield
Pittsfield
Westfield
Belchertown
Westfield
Westfield
Pittsfield
Greenfield

E. Longmeadow
North Adams
Westfield
Wilbraham

Westfield

@ E.Longmeadow 5:45PM Veterans Field
@ Westfield

@ Westfield

@

® @ @ ©® ©® @ @ @ ©@ ® ® ®

Wilbraham
Westfield
Belchertown
Westfield
Greenfield
North Adams
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
W. Spfld
Westfield

Pittsfield

5:45PM
11:00AM
7:00PM
5:45PM
11:00AM
1:30PM
1:00PM
5:45PM
11:00AM
5:30PM
5:30PM
5:30PM
1:00PM
7:00PM

Westfield North M.S.
Bullens Field

Spec Pond

Clapp Field - Pittsfiel
Belchertown H.S.
Belchertown H.S.
Veterans Field
Alcombright Field
Bullens Field
Bullens Field
Bullens Field
Bullens Field

W.S. Middle School

Bullens Field

5:45PM Clapp Field - Pittsfiel



Hall of Fame Players Are Not Made Overnight

The following is a list of Hall of Fame members who began their diamond
days by playing in American Legion baseball:

American Legion Baseball players and their families are encouraged
to visit Baseball's Hall of Fame Museum at Cooperstown, New York
during their vacations. Did you know that more American Legion
graduates have been inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame than

any other amateur baseball program?

Bob Feller

Ted Williams
Joe Medwick
Stan Musial

Roy Campanella
Lou Bourdreau
Yogi Berra

Early Wynn
Warren Spahn
Ralph Kiner
Robin Roberts
Bob Lemon
Eddie Mathews
Al Kaline

Bob Gibson
Frank Robinson
George Kell
Brooks Robinson
Don Drysdale
Harmon Killebrew
Pee Wee Reese
Hoyt Wilhelm
Bobby Doer
Catfish Hunter
Willie Stargell
Johnny Bench
Carl Yastrzemski
Joe Morgan
Scott Rolen

Jim Palmer
Gaylord Perry
Rollie Fingers
Hal Newhouser
Tom Seaver
Reggie Jackson
Steve Carlton
Richie Ashburn
Jim Bunning
Earl Weaver
Phil Niekro
Nellie Fox
George Brett
Robin Yount
Sparky Anderson
Carlton Fisk
Dave Winfield
Gary Carter
Eddie Murray
Paul Molitor
Ryne Sandberg
Wade Boggs
Bruce Sutter
Tony Gwynn
Dick Williams
Joe Gordon
Jim Rice
Whitey Herzog
Jim Leyland

Doug Harvey
Roberto Alomar
Bert Blyleven
Pat Gillick

Ron Santo
Barry Larkin
Bobby Cox

Tom Glavin
Tony LaRussa
Greg Maddux
Joe Torre

Mike Piazza
Jeff Bagwell
Tim Raines

Ivan Rodriguez
John Schuerholz
Trevor Hoffman
Chipper Jones
Jack Morris

Jim Thome
Alan Trammell
Harold Baines
Roy Halladay
Mike Mussina
Lee Smith

Ted Simmons
Gil Hodges

Fred McGriff
Joe Mauer

On June 14, 1777, in order to establish an official flag for
the new nation, the Continental Congress passed the first
Flag Act: "Resolved, That the flag of the United States be
made of thir- teen stripes, alternate red and white; that the
union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a
new Constellation."

1777: 13-Star Flag

Between 1777 and 1960, Congress passed several acts that changed the shape, design
and arrangement of the flag and allowed for additional stars and stripes to be added to
reflect the admission of each new state.

Act of January 13, 1794 - provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars after May 1795.
Act of April 4, 1818 - provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be
added to the flag on the 4th of July following the admission of each new state,
signed by President Monroe.

Executive Order of President Taft dated June 24, 1912 - established propor-
tions of the flag and provided for arrangement of the stars in six horizontal
rows of eight each, a single point of each star to be upward.

Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 - provided for
the arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered hori-
zontally and vertically.

Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 - provided for
the arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizontally and
eleven rows of stars staggered vertically.

Today the flag consists of thirteen horizontal stripes, seven red
alternating with 6 white. The stripes represent the original 13
colonies, the stars represent the 50 states of the Union. The
colors of the flag are symbolic as well: Red symbolizes Hardi-
ness and Valor, White symbolizes Purity and Innocence and
Blue represents Vigilance, Perseverance and Justice.

Pledge to the Flag

“| PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH
IT STANDS, ONE NATION UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE, WITH
LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.”




#

2
20
16

4
38
37

3
33
29
42
40
44

1
32
25
28
11
10

Westfield Post 124
Junior Roster

Name
Amaral, Audrey L.
Amoral, Noch B.
Barnes, Brandon M.
Barnes, Jacob M.

Cummings, Donovan M.

Cummings, Lucas N.
Page, Theodore L.
DeBruin, Brody E.
Dryyzga, Keith R.
Elmer, Joshua M.
Jasmin, Trey R.
Knapik, John D.
Lemanski, Treygan T.
Madsen, Jack D.
Marchacos, Porter A.
Moran, Timothy J.
Neal, Tyler A.
Roberts, Anthony A.

Coaching Staff:

Position

Second Base/P
Pitcher/1B
Left Field/CF
Right Field/CF
Pitcher/1B
Catcher
Catcher

Third Base
Third Base
Shortstop/2B
First Base
Second Base/RF
Shortstop
Pitcher

Left Field/P
Third Base/P
Pitcher
Pitcher/3B

Don Irzyk, Manager

Chris LaPoint, Head Coach
Matt Barnes, Asst Coach

Ted Dunn, Asst Coach

Dan Knapik, Asst Coach
Dan Provost, Asst Coach

School

Saint Mary's High School
Saint Mary's High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Southwick Regional School
Southwick Regional School
Gateway Regional H.S.
Westfield High School
Southwick Regional School
Westfield Technical Academy
Westfield High School
Westfield Technical Academy
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School

Saint Mary's High School
Westfield High School
Southwick Regional School

#

9
8
27
36
22
12

41
2
6

3
24
17
13

5
18

4
35
21

Westfield Post 124
Senior Roster

Name

Dunn, Ted M.
Garfield, Emmett J.
Gibson, Dylan A.
Gomez, Isaisah
King, Sawyer P.
LaPoint, Colby D.
LaValley, Jackson D.
Lanfest, Nicholas M.
Luis, Noah J.

Mello, Jacob N.
Moore, Patrick D.
Ninotti, Robert A.
Phaneuf, Andre N.
Pouliot, Josiah S.
Richter, Ayden J.
Rogers, Alejandro J.
Wagner, Joshua
Werbielus, Devin D.

Coaching Staff:

Don Irzyk, Manager & Head Coach

Position

Pitcher

Center Field/RF
Catcher

Catcher
Shortstop/CF
Second Base/SS

Center Field/SS
Shortstop
Right Field/CF

Left Field/RF
Center Field/1B
Left Field/2B
Second Base/P
Third Base/LF
First Base/LF
Center Field/RF
Pitcher/1B
Third Base/SS

Bob Eak, Asst Coach
Chris LaPoint, Asst Coach
Daniel Provost, Asst Coach

School

Southwick Regional School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield High School
Westfield Technical Academy
Westfield Technical Academy
Westfield Technical Academy
Westfield High School
Westfield Technical Academy



15

43
10

20
13
18
22

North Adams Post 125
Senior Team Roster

Art, Thomas Catcher
Barrett, Ty Pitcher
Bayliss, Jameson Pitcher
Booth, Collin Shortstop
Buda, Austin Catcher
Cornish, Benjamin Pitcher
Gilman, Nicholas Pitcher

Gladu, Jacob Second Base
Malloy, Colby First Base
Shelsy, Jackson Shortstop

Stack, John

Szabo, Michael

Second Base

Left Field

Responsibilities of American Citizenship

Support and defend the Constitution: Uphold the principles and
values outlined in the U.S. Constitution.
Stay informed: Be aware of issues affecting your community and

the nation.

Westfield Post 124 Alumni - 1980 Team

1980 Westfield Post 124
Front row: Chris Pratt, Jeff Templeton, Leon Fairley, Dan Genovese & Brian Sullivan
Middle row: Brian Butler, John McGuirk, Mark Kane, Al Miles & lan McLean
Back row: Coach Jim Jachym, Todd Marcyoniak, Russ Eyer, Chris Sampson, Todd Collins &
Manager Everett Talmadge

Brian P. Sullivan
Westfield High School class of 1981
Captain of 1981 WHS baseball team
that were Western Mass Champions
under Coach Jim Jachym
Oultfielder
Two years playing Legion Baseball (1980 —
1981) for Coach Jim Jachym and Everett
Talmadge. Winner of 1981 Coaches Award.
Graduate of Assumption College 1985
Played both Baseball and Soccer for the
Assumption Greyhounds.

Participate in the democratic process. Vote in elections and en-
gage in civic activities.

Obey federal, state, and local laws: Respect legal norms and reg-
ulations.

Respect others’ rights, beliefs, and opinions: Foster understand-
ing and tolerance.

Participate in your local community: Volunteer and contribute to
its well-being.

Pay taxes honestly and on time: Fulfill your financial obligations
Serve on a jury when called upon: Contribute to the justice sys-
tem

Defend the country if the need should arise.

Daniel L. Genovese

Westfield High School class of 1980 West-
field Post 124 baseball 1978-1980, Winner
of Coaches Award 1979. Outfielder Ameri-
can International College, BSBA, 1984

Dan Genovese is the re-founder of the Westfield
Wheelmen (the original Westfield Wheelmen
were formed in the early 1880s) and is captain of
the team which has helped raise the interest in
Westfield's stake in the development of the Na-
tional Pastime. Dan was also recognized in 2010
by the Westfield Historical Commission as the
recipient of their Annual Preservation Award.




Noah Duperrault was the 3rd Post 124th Commander

Noah Duperrault was one of fifteen charter members of Westfield's Post 124. Duperrault
was a WW | veteran who had served in France. An excerpt from a letter from Noah to his
parents:

About October 20, 1918, our unit were loaded into box cars and it took about a three- day
and three-night’s railroad trip to Dombasio in the Argonne woods. From there, my unit
walked to the famous Montfaucon. My unit was there during the last great drive. There
never was such a terrible artillery fire as at that place — it had been greater than that of the
Saint. Mihiol offensive (September 12-15, 1918). We were at Saint Mihiol on Sunday,
September 15, 1918. From Montfaucon, the unit moved into Bois de Cheppy, where we
lived in cement dugouts when the armistice (November 11, 1918) was signed; at the front
everybody shot rifles, come cannons boomed and the sky was lighted by the burning piles
of powder and skyrockets were sent up. And the trucks had their headlights lighted. Al-
ways before that they had to grope their way in the dark.

Now, | must tell you why I didn’t write for so long. On my return trip from Afs-les-Bains
to the company, | decided to try to make Paris. Another fellow and | left our party at Is-
sur-Tille and from there we went to Dijon. From Dijon we went by express to Paris, ar-
riving there Thursday, December 5, 1918 at 7:30 P.M. When we presented ourselves to
the A.P.M. we were told we must leave the very next morning at 7 A.M. as Paris was a
restricted area. But, we made up our minds that for the sake of seeing Paris for a few
hours at least we would break military rules. We spent a very busy 12 hours. When we
showed up at the station we were placed under arrest and taken to the famous prison,
‘Petit Reuquette,” known also as the old Bastille. The next day we were taken, 103 of us,
to farm No 2 at Lognes, 24 kilometers from Paris. We were not very far from famous
Chateau-Thierry. We stayed at this prison camp 16 days. Forty-one of the fellows of the
23" Engineers started out to find our outfit. We spent Christmas day at St Dizler near
where the battle of the Marne was fought, and we reached our company December 26.
Have no reason to be ashamed for what | did, as | believe it is every American soldier’s
right see the great city. | only saw it in a panoramic way.

We left camp at Maryland on March 28, 1918 and arrived at Hoboken, N.J., March 29,
when we loaded on the famous George Washington, the same boat President Wilson came
over on. We sailed away March 30, arriving at Brest April 13. Just eight months to a day
later President Wil- son landed from the same boat at the same port. While we were mak-
ing the trip to shore, we saw our first German prisoner. He told us the Kaiser would get us
and that we had no idea how powerful the German army was. At that time things looked
bad for the allies, but we felt confident that wherever the starts and strips go, victory fol-
lows. So we hooted him and called him Fritz, and some of the fellows called him stronger
names.

We passed many interesting places, among which were Tours and Orleans. We stayed in
Nevers until June 18, when we took a box car ride to a camp in the woods opposite
Montsec, known also as Hill No 308. The Germans were holding it then, and we were
only about three miles away. | made two trips to Domremv, where Joan of Arc was born
and brought up. We built a bridge across the famous Meuse River between Vold and Sor-
cy. We passed through Chaumont, the general headquarters for the American army in
France, where General Pershing is located. Went to Langres on company business.
Langres is where President Wilson had Christmas dinner with the American troops.
Langres-Marno is the sign at the station. Langres is situated on a hill about three-fourths
of a mile away. Itis an old walled city, reached from the station by a cog-wheel railroad.
I’ve been very busy as interpreter and barber. While we were in the wood opposite
Montsec, we were only one-half mile away from the 104™ Infantry, the in the trenches.
By the way, | had the cooties while | was at the prison camp!

Greenfield Post 81 Jr
Roster

19 Bardwell, Wayde Catcher

6 Baumann, Shawn Second Base
7 Bergeron, Conner Shortstop

4 Bishop, Grayson Pitcher

3 Burke, Bodie Pitcher

9 D'Urso, Austin Shortstop

14 Fitzpatrick, Arthur Second Base
5 Girard, Hayden Center Field
15 Hioe, Michael Shortstop

17 Miller, Carter Second Base
12 Phelps, Paxton Second Base
11 Prasol, Nicholas First Base

8 Shea, Aiden Center Field
18 Siano, Luca Catcher

2 Yetter, Cody Center Field
10 Zraunig, Chase Third Base

Noah Duperrault - Westfield American Legion Post 124 Commander 1921-1922

Noah Duperrault served in the 23rd Engineers as a Private
during the Great War (WW 1).

After the war, Noah continued to serve his community, state
and nation with The American Legion in a number of posi-
tions and on numerous committees. He was a longtime Postal
Clerk at the Westfield Post Office. He was President of the
Odd Fellows of Western Massachusetts.
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